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Selma Bouvier

Selma Bouvier-Terwilliger-Hutz-McClure-Discothéque-

Selma Bouvier

Simpson-D'Amico (née Bouvier) is one of Marge's older
chain-smoking twin sisters. She works at the DMV and
possesses a strong dislike for her brother-in-law, Homer,
although on extremely rare occasions she shows kindness
towards him and seems to tolerate him. She seems to despise
Homer slightly less than her twin sister, Patty Bouvier.

Selma Bouvier was born two minutes before Patty. Due to a
childhood bottle rocket accident, she lost her sense of taste and
smell . Selma is 41 years old and is five years older than

Marge.

Selma's favorite film actor was reportedly Troy McClure, to
whom she was briefly married, before discovering that it was
just a publicity stunt by McClure. McClure took it one step
further by wanting to have a child with Selma to help his career.
Selma was willing to live a sham for a while but broke it off
when she realized that she couldn't bring a child into a loveless

marriage.®!

According to Marge, Selma is "the one who likes Police

Academy movies and Hummel figurines and walking through the park on clear autumn days."™ Selma
inherited her deceased Aunt Gladys's iguana, Jub-Jub, instead of her mother, Jacqueline, due to Jacqueline's
dislike of Jub-Jub. Unlike Patty, Selma is very desperate to find love after seeing her Aunt Gladys' video will.

She also asks Marge for advice to find love, saying that Patty is two minutes younger than she is.

Selma's favorite brand of cigarettes is identified as "Laramie Hi-Tars" while Patty's favorite brand of cigarettes
is "Lady Laramie 100s"; they have been claimed by their mother to "have started smoking even before birth". It
is shown that Patty and Selma started smoking as children when they gave their allowances to Marge (she
would do their chores), and with all the free time they had, they took up smoking. The twins had melodic
voices prior to starting smoking, and their trademark harsh voices after [°l. The smoke and ash from the
cigarettes turned her hair grey, originally blond. Since Patty is not a blond, but a redhead, this would make
them fraternal twins. Patty and Selma share an apartment at the Spinster City Apartments complex and work
at the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). They have on numerous occasions acted unprofessionally in the
course of their jobs, such as smoking indoors, giving out licenses to unqualified drivers, or flirting with the

customers (although Patty was eventually revealed to be a lesbian and didn’t tell Marge right away due to fear
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of Marge’s reaction. While Marge seems unsure at first, she eventually accepts Patty after saving her from a

fraudulent marriage).

Selma and Patty have an avid (sometimes maniacal) love of the television show MacGyver. Selma nearly
broke off her engagement with Sideshow Bob because he disliked the show, and both Patty and Selma stay
up until 2:00 in the morning to watch the show. Patty and Selma also have an interest in traveling. They have
visited Egypt, Lenin's Tomb in Russia, Easter Island, France, Mexico, and more mundane places, such as the
Remington Horse Drawn Carriage Museum in Cardston, Alberta, Canada. Selma has also been to Duff
Gardens. When they return home, they bring back numerous slides of them in these locations, and show them
to the Simpson family, often describing the events in the most enjoyable way possible. The family, especially
Bart and Lisa, are shown as barely staying awake during these shows. During a slideshow of a childhood
vacation with their father, the twins learn that he actually died from lung cancer. They question why their
mother let them smoke, to which she sadly replies, “I thought it made you look cool.” The twins try to quit, but
Patty relapses, leading Selma to toss her out. Patty ends up staying at the Simpsons house. The two then

reconcile after realizing how bad the apartment smells, which leads to them smoking again.

After a trip to Paris, the twins visit the Simpsons, but Marge doesn’t want them smoking around the children.
The twins try electronic cigarettes but hate the taste. They then sneak their real cigarettes into the bathroom,
but due to a fracking incident, the sink sets their hair on fire and then sets off the sprinkler. Homer catches the

two attempting to smoke, and they go upstairs to change.

Selma claimed that she would switch to chewing tobacco before adopting Ling. However, Selma does still

smoke, just not around Ling.

Personality

Selma and Patty tend to be cynical and are noted for their addiction to tobacco smoking. In one episode during
Season 26, they temporarily live with Homer. Homer places a ban on smoking, so instead, they smoke electric
cigarettes, which they hate. Selma has presumably switched to chewing tobacco after adopting Ling, although
the episode "Puffless" disproves this. They have a strong, mutual (and reciprocated) dislike for their brother-in-
law. Selma and Patty are shown to be older than Homer and Marge, but a birth date has not been given. It is
presumed they are in their mid to late 40s since Selma has gone through menopause and the twins are shown
as preteens or teenagers when Marge is around Lisa’s age. She enjoys getting foot massages as she is
shown getting them constantly. She weighs 168 pounds exact [ and is considered overweight like Patty,
though they are not as fat as Homer. As teenagers and children, they are average weight, while Homer was
still fat.

Unlike Homer, who usually makes a perfunctory (if not particularly sincere or committed) effort to be polite to
his sisters-in-law out of respect for his wife, Patty and Selma do not have hesitation in treating Homer with
open rudeness and contempt. There were several instances where they did not seem to care when Homer
faced a life-threatening situation. For instance, when Marge rushes to the hospital after receiving a telephone
call that Homer had suffered a heart attack at work, Patty and Selma — instead of going to the hospital and
comforting Marge in her time of need — remained seated at the kitchen table, continuing their activity of

cutting coupons, gasping in amazement at a five cent discount and behaving as though nothing was wrong!’’.
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They later attempted to set up Marge with a (rather sleazy) man as a replacement for Homer, regardless of the

fact that Homer was still very much alive.

When Homer faked his demise to get out of work, Patty and Selma showed up at the Simpsons house holding
a tombstone inscribed with "Homer J. Simpson. We are richer for having lost him." This gift as well as the fact
that they been saving this since Marge's wedding causes her to throw them out 1. When Homer was revealed
to be alive, the twins use the tombstone as a coffee table. It should also be noted that in the beginning of the
series, Patty and Selma's catchphrase was, "Marge, why did you ever marry him"? And then listed one single
reason why he is a terrifying husband. In a 1997 Treehouse of Horror segment entitled “Easy Bake Coven”,
they mockingly refer to Homer as “Durwood” and show glee at Marge having to leave her family. They then try
to eat children but are offered sweets in exchange for the children’s lives. Marge then says that they shouldn’t

have filled up on kids before getting to the Flanders house. This is apparently how trick-or-treating started.

Despite this, Selma occasionally (though very rarely) shows fonder feelings for him; a prime example is in
"Selma's Choice", when Selma takes Bart and Lisa to Duff Gardens and is worn out due to them running off
and Lisa becoming drugged, later expressing admiration for Homer's ability to cope with the kids. On another
occasion Homer left Marge to try to find a better job to give her what she deserved, and Patty and Selma
rejoiced, but when she saw how unhappy Marge Selma was gave in and told her where Homer was working.
Selma also pretended to be married to Homer so she could adopt Ling, since the adoption agency frowns
upon single parents. When it is revealed that the head of the agency was herself raised by a single parent, she

allows Selma to keep Ling.

Homer, for his part, despises the twins just as much as they dislike him, but he has shown occasional bouts of
kindness towards them, and Selma in particular (much to their surprise). He does this more because of his
love for Marge than for any love for his in-laws. One example is, when Sideshow Bob was running for mayor,
Homer voted for him just because there was a Selma-killing policy. Another example is, Homer once made fun

of the fact that Patty was a lesbian, pointing out the obvious by saying “Here’s another bomb: I like beer!”.

Selma's bad traits have not gone unnoticed by the populace of Springfield and even their family; her mother

even stated that "[they're] a sort of evil", having raised them her entire lifetime.

Patty and Selma also rarely shave their legs for some reason, although this isn’t always shown, given that both
twins wear dresses that expose their (hairless) legs. Also, they have been shown in swimsuits without leg hair.
In Tapped Out, Selma is only hairy above shin level, although it's normal for females to have hairy thighs.
Selma alongside her sister Patty is also implied to be somewhat lewd, as they were implied to have raped a
TV repairman by faking it being broken,® had to register for sex offender registration once,!'”! and once even
rode a horse naked throughout Springfield a'la Godiva during the first-annual (and only) Do What You Feel

festival.['"]

Physical Appearance

She is tall and overweight with a similar body type to Patty. She wears a blue sleeveless dress and round
earrings. Her hair is long and curly, worn in an m-shape (although she wore different hairstyles when she was

younger, it's always been longer than Patty’s). She is actually a blonde, in contrast to Patty's red hair, meaning
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that they are in fact fraternal twins. The gray coloring is from cigarette ashes. On special occasions, Selma will
wear earrings in the form of the letter "S", further distinguishing her from her twin, who wears triangle

earrings.['21l"3]

A running joke is that Selma was physically ugly, such as when helping her sister Patty teach an adult
education course for single women on how to land men by wearing tight revealing clothes, the female students
were left disgusted at Selma's appearance. Similarly, her attempt at a dating video resulted in her being
rejected by even the likes of Groundskeeper Willie, himself not above sexually lewd elements, where he said
"back to the Loch with ye, Nessie!" before turning off the video; and her accidentally sunbathing topless thanks
to Bart using a falcon to steal her top prompted a presumed Beach proprietor to promptly close the beach

permanently out of disgust at her appearance.

Relationships

Despite being twins, Patty and Selma have very different track records when it comes to finding dates.
According to Marge, Patty chose a life of celibacy (possibly because she’s a lesbian), while Selma had
celibacy thrust upon her. Selma is a heterosexual. Her standards are extremely low, as evidenced by her
comments on Mr. Burns: "Single, eh? Well, he passes the Selma Test,” despite him being old enough to be her

great-grandfather. Oddly, she was grossed out when Hans Moleman tried to kiss her,

Selma has actively sought out a husband, having been married a total of five times (that we know of). Her
current name has evolved into Selma Bouvier-Terwilliger-Hutz-McClure-Discothéque-Simpson-D'Amico, after
failed marriages to Sideshow Bob, Lionel Hutz, Troy McClure, Disco Stu ,and Abraham Simpson. She thought
she married (Fit) Fat Tony, because she didn't understand ltalian -- and didn't realize the ceremony was for her

to become his "goomar" (mistress), rather than his wife.

One person Selma refused to marry was Apu Nahasapeemapetilon, because she said her collection of last
names was long enough without Nahasapeemapetilon added to it. Selma claimed that she would only marry
for love, or possibly money in the future. There is photographic evidence that she slept with Apu after Homer
and Marge's second wedding (presumably in Bart's bedroom, due to various belongings belonging to Bart
Simpson and Bart impatiently and irritably looking at his watch while watching them sleep). Selma later began
dating and later married Grandpa Simpson, who had previously dated her mother (which, if the two were
married, would have made Marge and Homer step-siblings). Eventually, however, the couple realized that they
are unable to make it work because of his age and her career and called it quits. Also, this would have made

her briefly Homer's stepmother.

Selma has also dated Hans Moleman, Moe Szyslak, and pitifully, Barney Gumble. She also, alongside Patty
before the latter came out of the closet, did some sexually questionable actions (possibly rape) such as
tricking a TV repairman into acting as a "gentleman caller" by unplugging their TV set and then claiming it was
broken,[" as well as going into a line for sex offender registration once with Patty, although whether this was
due to mistaking the line for another line or if they did sexual actions to deserve sex offender registration is
never specified.'®'They have also flashed their cleavage a few times. Their sexuality is also shown in a

futuristic episode, where Patty has a female love-bot, while Selma’s is male. In another future montage, the
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twins are shown as old women hooked to machinery from smoking-related diseases until they eventually die. A

baby photo of the two shows them sucking on candy cigarettes.

Unable to find companionship in a husband, Selma has also sought to have children. At one point she was
considering using a sperm donor. After babysitting Bart and Lisa for a day, she realized that although she
wanted someone to love, she was not ready to have children and wound up adopting Jub-Jub, her Aunt
Gladys's pet iguana. Later, however, a very menopausal Selma adopted a Chinese baby, Ling Bouvier. During
the adoption process, Selma pretended to be married to Homer, since the Chinese government only allows
children to be adopted by married couples. When the fraud was exposed, Selma managed to keep the baby,

as a Chinese dignitary who had also been raised by a single parent became sympathetic.

Other

As children, Selma and her sister Patty were apparently domineering towards Marge and ridiculed her
ambition of becoming an astronaut. Their relationship seems to have improved over the years. As adults, the
Bouvier twins have a friendly relationship with their sister and frequently visit the Simpsons. They seem
relatively fond of Maggie, Lisa, and Bart, but seem to like them more when they are young: "The older they
get, the cuter they aren't." They have, on occasion, watched the kids when their parents were out of town.
However, Bart and Lisa would rather not be around when their aunts visit. They once spend a nightmarish

('8l Their idea of bonding

weekend with their aunts, making Bart and Lisa appreciate Marge when she returns
with Lisa includes tutoring her in the belief that men are pigs, using Homer as the prime example. Also, Selma
was responsible for Lisa getting drugged at Duff Gardens, although Selma is remorseful once she witnesses
Lisa’s crazed behavior. Lisa shows up naked, wet, high, and in a towel, shouting “I| AM THE LIZARD QUEEN!".
A random man gives Selma a pile of pills to give to Lisa. Lisa returns home, groggy from the pills and still in a

towel.

Their relationship with Homer remains one of mutual dislike (although Selma gradually grows to become more
tolerant towards Homer and often experiences brief moments of kindness from both Homer and Selma, but,
these examples are far and few between) which involves a continuous exchange of insults from day one. They
unfavorably compare their brother-in-law to a caveman, suggesting him capable of trading Maggie for beer

and a nudie magazine.

Selma and Patty have occasionally expressed their common hope that Marge will eventually divorce Homer.
They have unsuccessfully offered to help Marge find a replacement for Homer. The twins went so far as to
have a billboard built trying to convince voters to have Homer kicked out of Springfield ['"]. One time, they
even managed to have the audacity to not only unveil a tombstone for Homer that tastelessly inferred that
they're richer now that he died, but admitted they've saved up for the tombstone since their wedding day after

he was believed to have died, causing Marge to kick them out of the house out of disgust.[®!

Their hostility towards Homer has even led to pushing him off a bridge, although they halfheartedly claim they
did this in order to get Homer to his surprise party, which was conveniently on a boat passing beneath the
bridge at the time ['°!. Unsurprisingly, Homer expresses glee over their deaths in the Treehouse of Horror
episodes, even taping Marge’s hair to a deceased Patty’s head in an attempt to fool God in “Reaper

Madness”.
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Selma once took the Simpson kids on a disastrous trip to the Duff Gardens theme park. Unable to control the
children, Bart manhandles several animatronic characters and sneaks on a ride that he is not old enough for,
and Lisa goes on a psychedelic trip after drinking "water" from an It's a Small World - like boat ride at Bart and
Selma's beckoning, the latter mostly to shut Bart up due to the two entering an argument caused by Bart's
dare (later swimming naked in the Fermentarium and exclaiming "l am the lizard queen!"). After that, however,
Selma returned home with the children and asked Homer how he does it, referring to raising children. She
mentioned children and they exchanged a hug, implying that Selma is slightly more capable of overcoming her

dislike of Homer than Patty 27,



